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Teenagers
Driving carries extra risk for them.

Graduated driver licensing Introduction

Teenage drivers have the highest crash risk per mile traveled, compared with driven in other age groups. Young drivers tend
to overestimate their driving abilities and underestimate the dangers on the road. Graduated driver licensing (CDL) Jaws
reduce this risk by making sure teens gradually buUd up driving experience under lower-risk conditions as they mature and
develop skills. That means limiting nighttime driving, restricting teen passengers and making sure teens get lots of supervised
practice. Graduated licensing has reduced teen crashes 10-30 percent on average.

All 50 states and the District of Columbia have a three-stage CDL system. The United States doesn’t have a national CDL
law. State lawmakers decide what provisions to adopt and how to enforce them. Institute research has show that states with
the strongest laws enjoy bigger reductions in teen driver deaths than stales with weak laws. Some states make teens wait a
little longer before they get their learner permits and lull-privilege licenses. This also saves lives.

The table and maps belDw show licensing requirements and restrictions on intermediate license holders for every
state and D.C. In many states, the law doesn’t set a specific age at which restrictions are Jilted. In those cases, the table
reflects the lowest possible age at which someone could hold an unrestricted license, given the minimum lime periods
required far the learner’s permit and intermediate stages. To look up a specific state’s requirements, use the “By state”
tab above.

Use the “Calculator” tab above to see the estimated effects of strengthening or weakening five key CDL provisions
in any state or D.C. The projections are based on research showing what matters most when It comes to preventing fatal
crashes and collision claims among teen drivers.

Effective dates of graduated driver licensing law components in every stale and D.C.

Table Map: minimum age for unsupervised driving Map: night restriction staft times

Map: restrIctions on passengers

Intermediate stage: unrestricted stage:
restrictions on drIving when restrictions

State Learner stage while unsupervised may be lifted

tMinimum Mandatory Minimum amount unsupervised Restriction on passengers
willy holding or supervIsed Minimum driving (lamiiy members excepted Nighttime Passengef
age period driving age prohibited unless otherwise noted) restriction, restriction.

A1 15’ 6 months’ 50 hours (none 16 ndnigN-6 am no ntre than I passenger 17 and 17 and licensed
with driver secondary secondary enforcement licensed fore for 6 months
education) enforcement months (mlii. (mlii. age 17)

I
agel7)
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6 months’ 50 hours, 10 of
Which must be at

night’

6 months’ 40 hours in
learner’s slage; 10

hours at night in
Intermediate stage

12 months 50 hours, IDol

Which rmsst be at
nighl

16’ II p.m-Sam.
secondary

enforcement

midnight-S am.

secondary

enforcenient

september—June:

:11 p.m.4 am. Sun,
I —Thur - 1201 am,.

am. Sat—Sun.; July

—Augtsl: 1201

am-S a-rn,”

16 11 p.m.-óam. for

16 ycar-olds; I

am-S am. for 17

ye ar-old

midnight-S a-rn.
secondary
enfortemant

no passengers younger than

20 (Smiled exception for

inwiedlale family) secondary

enforcement

first 6 months—no

passengers other than

parents or a driving

inslnsdy; second 6
months—no passenger,

other than parents, driving

instructor or member, of the

immediate ramity

no more than I passenger’

firstS months—no
passengers; second 6
months—no mole than I

passenger youlger than 21;

thereafter, no more than 3
passengers secondary

enforcement

until age 18 until age 18
(mm. age: 18) (mm. age 16)

_‘I

16 1 am.-Sa.m

16 midnight-Sam,

secondary

enforcement

no passengers younger than 6 months or 5 month, or
21 until age IS. unlil age 18.

4,lchever whichever

ocan firsl occ,,, lint

(mm. age: 16.6 (nm. age 16,6

mos.) mos.)

no more than I passenger 6 months or 6 months or
you”ger han 18 secondary until age 16, unIt age 18.
enforcement whichever wt,lchever

occurs first occurs first
(mm. age: 16. 6 (mm. age 16,8

r
mci.) mos.)

16’ Il p.m 4am, no more than 1 passenger

younger than 21

12 months after
Initial license

(mm. age. 17)

12 months or

F
until age 18,
whIchever

ocn rest

(miii. age: 17)

first 6 months—no

passengers, second 6
months—no more than one
passenger secondary

enforcement

AX 14 6 rronths 4D hours, 10 of

Which must be at
n’ghtorki

Inclement weather

AZ 15. 6 6 months 30 hours, 10 of

months’ J which must be at
night (none with

i driver education)

AR 14’ 6 months’ none

CA , 15,6 6 months 50 hours, IC of

‘ months’ ‘ which must be at
, night

CO 15’ 12 months 50 hours. IC of 16
which must be at
rght

CT 16’ 6 months’ 40 hours7

, (4 months

: with driver
I education)

DE

DC 16’ F

FL 1511

GA 15 l2months 4Ohoun6of

; which must be at

: night

12 months after

initial license

(mm. age 17)

12 months or

until age IS,
whichever

ocon first
(mm. age 17)

16.4 Ilp.m.-Sam.

months’

16,6 lOpm.-6 am.’

months’

untilagelB l2monthsor

(mm. age: 18) until age 18,

whichever

occur, tst
(mm, age. 17,4

mos)

16, 6

mcnths’

6 months or the
issuance of a

doss D license

(mm. age: 17)

6 months or the

Issuance ot a
class 0 lIcense

(mm. age: 17)

no passenge&°

none

16”

6 months or 6 months or
until age 21, , until age 21.

Whichever whichever

occurs first occurs r,st

(mm. age: IB)b0 (mm. age: 18)10

until age Id none
(nmn. age: 16)

untilagels untiiagel8

(nIn. age: 18) (mist ago: 16)
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50 hours, 10 or

which must bern

night

6 months 50 hours. io of
which flint be at
night

IL 9 months SO hours, 10 of

which must be AL
night

IN 1517 6 months 50 hours, io or

which must be at

night

6 months” 60 hours, 10 of
which must be at

night”

6 months 50 hours, 15 of

which must be at
night

6 monuis” 7D hours, 10 of

which must be at

night

9 months” 60 hours, 10 of
which mist be at

night

11 pm-S a.m no me than 1 passenger

yotnger than ¶8 (household

members excepted)

suiset to sunrise hcensees 16 and younger

can have no more than 1
passenger yousger han I?

9pm -Sam nomorethanonepassenger

younger than 18

no more than 1 passenger

younger than 20 unless

supervised by a driving
instructor secondary

enforcement

no more than one passenger

younger than 21 between the

hours of 6 pm-S am; no

passenger ,estfldion rrom 5

‘am-S pm

aidnighl-5 am no passengers”

6 months and 6 mw,lhs and

age 17 (mu, age 17 (mi,

age: 17) age: 17)

unlil age 16 6 months or

(mm. age: 16) age 17(thn

age: 15,6

12 months andage l7orunta

age IS.
• whichever
occurs rest
(mW,. age: 17)

6 months or

age 17.

whichever

occlJs first
(mm. age: 16, 6

mos.)

6 months or
age 18,
whichever

OCCU3 first
(mm. age: 17)

6 months or

age 18,

whichever

(mm. age: 17)

until age 17 untt age 17

(mm. age. 17) (mm,. age: 17)

S months or

until age ‘tS.

whichever

occurs ru-st
(mm. age: 16.

11 mos.)

HI 15.6 6months

months

tO 14.6monthsN

16”

first 12 months—no more
than 1 passenger younger

than 20

no passengers’8

16” starts 10pm

Sun-Thur. 11pm

Fr -Sat , ends 6

16. 3 firsI 6 months, 10

months” p.m ‘5 a m;
thereafter. 11 pm-S

a rn Sun—Fri .; I

a m.-5 am. Sat,

I —Sun.”

r,ios.)
ixit age 15 12 months or

(mm. age: 18) until age 18
(mm. age 17)

A 14” 12 months” 20 hours, 2 of

6 months and

age lOot until

age 21.

whichever
ocairs first(mm. age 18)”

I
1230 am-Sam parental d,scretion”

which must be at

night’°

12 months 25 hairs, in

teamer phase, 25
hours before age
16; 10 cUbe 50

hours must be at

tight”

6 months or
until age 21.
whicheverocan first

(mm. age 16.9

or 17. 3 moe.

without dnver

none

6 months orage 17.whicheverocc’Js first
(mm age. 16. 5

moe.)

14”

KY 16”

LA 15”

ME i”

MD 15.9

months

midnight-B a m.

11pm -5a.m.

18,6

months25

16”

16”

16,6 midnight-S a.m”
months

9 months (nm.
age: 16, 9mos.)”

9 months (mm

age: 16, 9mosf
no passengers youngerthan until age 18
18 secondary enforcement (mini, age: 18)
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MA IS’ 6 months’° 40 hOW5’ 16,6 12.30 am-S m. no passengers younger than unUl age 18 6 months or

months” (between 1230 18 (between 1230 am—I am (mm. age: 18) until age 18.
am-i am, and 4 and 4 am—5 am the night whichever
a.m.-5 a-rn. the ddvthg and passenger oocin first
night dsivirç and resthdions are secondfl (miii age’ 17)
passenger enforced, enforcement is
restrictions are primary at all other limes)
subject to
secondary

enforcement;

enforcement is
primary at al other

times)

Ml 14,9 6 months 50 hours, 10 of 10p.m.-5 a-rn. no more than I passenger 6 monlhs and 6 months and

months” which must be al younger than 21 age 17 or until age 17 or until
night age 18 (mm. age 18 (man.

I agei7) agel7)

MN 15’ 6 monthsTM 40 hours. 1501 16” midnigN.5 am, no more than 1 passenger 6 months or 12 months orat
which must be at yotxlger than 20; second 6 until age IS, age 18.

night” months—no more than 3 whichever whichever
: passengers younger than 20 occurs first occurs Srst

, (nm. age; 16,6 (olin. age: 17)

mos.)

MS 15 12 months none j’° 10 p.m-C am, none 6 months or none
I Sun-Thur., 11:30 - ape 17.

. p.m.-6 am, Fri-Sat. whichever

occursfrst

(min.age:16,6:

mos.)

MO IS 6 month, 40 hours. 10 of 16 I a m.-5 am. firstS months—no more than entire entire

“
with must be at I passenger youngel than untennedlale intermediate
night 19; ft’iereaer, no more than stage (rTn. stage (mm.

3 passengers younger than age: 17,11 age: 17,11
19 no.) no)

MT 14.6 6months 5ohoun, 1001 II pm-Sam. rrstamonths—nomorethan l2monthsorat l2monthsorat

months” which must heal I passenger yo4xçer than age 16. age 18,
night IS; secondS months—no w4iichever whichever

more Ihan 3 passengers occurs first occurs tint
younger than IS (mm. age: 16) (miii, age 15)

6 months 50 hours, 1001 16 midnight’S am, no more than I passenger 12 months or at 6 months or
! which must be at secondary younger than 19 secondary age 18, age IS,

night (none with enforcement enforcement whichever whichever

F driver education) occurs first occurs first
. (mu,, age: 17) (mm. age 15.6

I mos.)

15.6 6 months 50 hours. l0l 16” 10 p rn-S am, no passengers younger than until age 16 6 months or
month, which must be at I secondary 18 secondary enforcement (mm. age: 18) until age 18,

I night I enforcement whichever

i occussfirst

I (mm. age 16. 6

mos)

NE

NV

3/21/2017
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6 months 50 hours, 15 ci

which must be at

night

6 months 50 hours, 10SF

Which must be at

night

16.6 9pm -Sam. excapi
•monlh, rorNyc

(unsupervised

driñ,g p’ohbted at

all limes) and Long
Istand (limited
daylime

unsupervised

driving)4’

16”” 9 p.m -5 a.m

The holder of a
restricted license

may any drive a car

belonging to a
parent or guaWian

and may not drive

between the later of
sunset or 9 p m and

Sam.

midnlght-6 am. (mt
12 months), I

a.m -5 a m. (second
12 months)

secondary

enforcement

first 12 months—no more

than I passenger

until age 17

with driver

education; until
age 18 wthoul

(ruin, age: Ifl’°

6 months or
until age IS.
whichever

ocwn first
(am, age. 16.6
mos.)

until age 16
(mm. age: 16)

6 months with

driver
education. 12

months without

orLmttl age Is

(mm age 16.6

no,)

until age 17

with driver

education; until

age 16 without

(mm, age: 17)’°

6 months or

unlil age 18.
whichever

occurs first

Cain. age: 16, 6

ma,)

6 months with

driver

education. 12

months withmA

or igibi age IS

(mm age 16, 6

mos)

NH 15.6 none

months”

40 hour,. 10 of

whici, must be at

night

IS

17”NJ 16” 6 mon*n” none

NM 15” 6 months 50 hours, iDol

which must be at
night

1 a.m.4 a.m no more Ihan I passenger urtht age 18
younger than 25 (mTh. age: 16)

11p.m. -Sam no more than I passenger 112 months or
(exceptions ‘riled to until age 21,
driveis’ dependents) wNchever

occur, rwst
(nfl. age: 18)

mldnmght-5 am no more than I passenger 12 months or
youngerthan2l until age 18,

whichever

occurs first

(owl. age: 16, 6

mos.)

15,6

months”

6 months or

unit age 18.
whichever

occurs first

(mm. age: 16.6

mos.)

12 months or
until age 21.
whichever

occt,5 first

(miii. age 18)

12 months or

until age 18.
whichever

occurs first

(mm. age: 16, 6
mos.)

60 hours, loot

which must be at

night, learner

phase; 12 hours, 6

of which must be

al right.

Inlenediale phase

<16:50 hours; t

16: none

no more Ihan 1 passenger

younger than 21°

no more than I passenger
yowiger than 21; if a faniy
mefiter younger than 21 is
already a passenger then no
other passengers younger

than 21 who are not family
members

none

NY . 18

NC IS” 12 months”

ND 14 ‘15:12

months; 16:

6 months or

unt’d age 18,

whichever

conies first

OH :15.6

months

OK 15,6

months”

16; 15 for
parent

requested

restrided

license”

none

24 months 12 months

(mm age 16) (mm. age. 17)

Smonth, SOhours, iDol

wNcJ, must be at

right”

16 lOpm.-5a.m no more than I passenger”

3121/2017
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6 rnonftn 65 how,, ia of

which must be at
night and S of
which must be in
inclemenl weather

6 months 50 hours. 10 of
which imist be at

njght

first 6 months—no passengers 12 months or
yotngerthan 20; second8 age 18,
months—no morn than 3 whichever
passengers younger than 20 occurs first

(mu, age: lfl

12 months and

age 17W

completed

driver

education or

age 164mm.

age: 17)

no more than I passenger
younger than 21

12 months or

age 18.

whid,ever

occurs first

4nn age 17)

12 months and
age 1711

completed

driver

education or
age 18 (mm.

age: 17)

6 months 50 hours’°(lOO

hoe,, wtihout

driver education)

mldnight-5 am.

lip rn-S am. first 6 months—no more

Ihan I passenger younger
than 18, thereafter, no more

than 3 passengers

16,6 1 am-S am.

months”

15,6 6p.m.4a.m.EST;

month, B p.m4 am, EDT

no morn than 2 passengers
younger than 21 untess
transporting students to and
from school

16”

16,6

month,

Id”

RI b’1

SC 15

SD i”

TN 15”

TX 15U

UT

VT 15

14.6 IOp.m-6am. fore
month, (14.

3 months

with dñver

education)

16 II p.m.-5 am. no more than I passenger

12 months or

age 18,
whichever

occurs fnt

(mm. age 17. 6

mos.)

12 months and

age 17 it

Intermediate

license has
been held for at

least 6 months

(mm. age’ 16,8

mos.)

until age 16
(mth. age: 15)

12 months or

until age 18.

whichever

occurs first

(mm. age. 17)

until age 18

(mm age 16)

12 months or

ago 18.

whichever

occurs first

(mn. age 17.6

mos.)

12 months and

age 171!

intermediate

license has
been held for at
least 6 months

(mm. age 16,6

mos)
none

12 months or

until age 18.

whichever

occurs first

(mfri. age 17)

until age 16

(thin, age 16)

6 months 40 hours, IC of

which must be at

night

6 months (3 none”
months with

driver

education)

S months 50 hours. 10 at
which must be at

nightTM

6 months 30 hours. 10 of

which must be at

night

6 months 40 hours, loaf
which mist be at

night””

12 months 40 hours, loot

which must be at

night

16” midnight-S am
secondary

enforcement

no more than I passenger

younger than 21 secondary
enforcement

16” midnight-Sam. no passengers secondasy

enforcement

none first 3 months—nc
passengers without
exception; second 3
months—no passengers
secondary enforcement

,urdulagell bmonthsor

(mn age 17) untilage 18.

whichever
occurs st

(nun, age 16.6

mos )

6 months or

until age 18.

whichever

occts’s first
(mm, age 16, 8

mos)

3/2 1/20 17
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NOTE: Passenger restrictions vary with regard to (heir durations, the ages of passengers to whom they apply, and the

Page 7 of 1.3..

availability of exceptions. Most states have exceptions for passengers who are related to the driver or are members of the
drivers household, and there are exceptions when a supervising driver is In the vehicle.

‘In Alabama, the supervising driver must be a parent, guardian, grandparent or driving instructor. At age 16,
permit holders may drive with a licensed driver who is at least 21 years old.

2 In Arizona, a driver education instructor can authorize an enrolled student who is 15 to drive only while
supervised by the authorizing instructor.

31n Arkansas, 14 year-olds can drive with an instruction permit after passing a written test. After passing a road
test they are eligible for a learner’s license. Unsupervised driving is not permitted by holders of either the
instruction permit or learner’s license. The combined holding period for the permit and learner’s license is six
months.

4In Arkansas, applicants for an intermediate license must be 16 and must be crash/violation-free (or six months.
Licensees younger than 18 are prohibited from transporting passengers who are unrestrained.

3/2 1/20 17

VA 15,6 9 months” 45 hourS. 15 of 16.3 nidnight4 am ‘ first 12 months—no more unit age 18 until age 18
months” which must heal than I passenger younger (mm age: IS) (mm. age 18)

night enforcement than 21. thereafler, no more

than 3 passengers younger

than 21 secondary

enforcement

WA T’ 6 months 50 hours, 10 or 16” I am-S am, firstS months—no 12 months or 12 months or
which must be al secondary passengers younger than 20: untIl age 18, untIl age 18,
night enforcement second 6 months—no more whichever whldiever

I than 3 passengers younger occurs first occurs first
than 20 secondary (mm. age 17) (mm, age: 17)”

. enforcement

Wi/ 15” 6 month,” SD hours. 10 of 16 10 p.m. -Sam first 6 months—no 12 months and
:

12 months and
which must be at passengers youngerthan2O; age 17 or until age I? or until
night (none with second 6 months—no more age 16, age 18,
driver education) than I passenger younger whichever whichever

.
than 20 occurs first occurs first

(mm. age: 17) (mm. age: 17)

WI 15,6 6 months” 30 hours, io or ie” midnight-S a.m no more than 1 passenger 9 months or 9 months or
months which must be at until age 18, until age 18,

night” whichever whichever

ocnn first octss first
, (mm. age: 16.9 (mm. age: 16,9

. nt,.) mos.)

WY IS lOdays Sohot.w,. lOof 16fl 11 p.m-Sam nomorethan 1 passenger Bmonthsor Smorghs or
which must be at younger than 18 until age 17, until age 17.

. night whichever whichever
i ocQn f,st occurs first

, (mm. age: 15,6 (mm. age: 16, 6

t mosj” mM.)”

44
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In California, students enrolled in driver education may drive while supervised by an instructor. License
applicants who do not take driver education must wait until age 18 for a license. They are not required to go
through an intermediate license stage.

6ln Colorado, the minimum permit age varies. Fifteen year-olds who are enrolled in driver education may apply for
an instruction permit. Their supervising driver must be a parent, stepparent, grandparent, guardian, or driving
instructor. At age 15, 6 months, driver education is no longer required, but applicants for this permit must have
completed a four hour driver awareness program. At 16, young drivers may apply for a permit that allows driving
while supervised by a licensed driver age 21 or older.

In Connecticut, either driver education or home training is required for license applicants younger than 18. Permit
holders may not carry any passengers aside from the person providing instruction, parents or guardians. Time
spent practice driving with a professional instructor counts toward the 40-hour certification requirement. Before an
applicant who under 18 may take the driver’s tesl, parents or guardians must attend two hours of inslruction
regarding teen driving laws and related issues with such applicani Anyone 18 years of age or older must hold an
adult learner’s permit for three months before obtaining a drivers license.

°In Delaware, a driver education student does not need a permit to drive with a driver education instructor. After
completing the on-road requirements of driver education, a driver education student who is at least 15 years, 10
months may apply for a Driver Education Learne?s Permit, which allows the student to drive while supervised by
an experienced driver. Upon completion of driver education, and if the student passes both the road and written
tests, the student receives a Level 1 permit that for the first six months allows driving only while supervised. There
also is a passenger restriction during the first six months of the Level 1 permit. No more than one passenger
(family members excepted) is permitted in addition to the supervising driver. The Level 1 permit for the second six
months is the equivalent of an intermediate license. During that period, holders may drive unsupervised between 6
am. and 10 p.m. and may only carry one passenger. Applicants for a drivers license who are younger than 18
must have held a Driver Education Learners Permit and/or a Level 1 permit for at east 12 months. Driver
education is required for all license applicanls younger than 18.

the District of Columbia, license applicants younger than 21 must go through the intermediate stage until they
have completed it or until they turn 21. The learners stage is mandatory for the intermediate stage. A nighttime
restriction (9 p.m.-6 am.) applies in the learner stage.

In the District of Columbia, drivers younger than 18 who have completed the intermediate stage must continue
to comply with the nighttime driving restriction until they turn 18. In addition, these drivers may not carry more than
2 passengers younger than 21.

In Florida, learners permit holders may not drive after sunset for the first three months and thereafter may not
drive after 10p.m.

12 In Georgia, license applicants younger than 17 must have completed driver education.

I) In Hawaü, license applicants younger than 16 must have completed driver education.

14 Idaho, license applicants younger than 17 must have completed driver education. There are three classes of
learner’s permits — a training instruction permit for people 14, 6 months taking driver education; a supervised
instruction permit for practice driving with a nonprofessional supervisor; and an instruction permit for people
younger than 17 who have completed driver education and supervised driving or for people 17 and older without
either driver education or supervised driving.

3/2 112017



Page 9 of l.

In Illinois, enrollment in driver education is required for permit applicants.

Illinois, license applicants 18 through 20 years of age who did not take driver’s education in school must
complete a 6 hour adult driver education course.

17 In Indiana, driver education determines the minimum age for permits and the intermediate license. People
enrolled in or who have completed driver education must be age 15 to have a permit; otherwise, they must be age
16. The minimum age for an intermediate license is 16,3 months with driver education and 16, 9 months, without.

‘8Holders of operator licenses Issued to individuals younger than 21 must adhere to both the night and passenger
restriction for six months or until age 21, whichever occurs first. In addition, holders of operator licenses issued to
individuals younger than age 18 have a graduated night restriction that goes beyond the initial 6 months and lasts
until age 18.

19 Iowa, drivers education graduates who have held an instruction permit for at least 6 months and are at least
14 and 6 months may apply for a school license that permits unsupervised driving between 5a.m. and 10p.m.
The school license limits drivers to direct routes to and from school for classes or school sponsored activities,
other schools hosting activities, school bus stops and gas stations. Holders of a minor school license may not use
electronic communication devices or electronic entertainment devices (permanently installed equipment
exempted), carry more than one unrelated passenger, or drive to another school district without an extra-curricular
sharing agreement.

20 Iowa requires a certification of 10 additional hours of supervised driving during the intermediate stage, two of
which must be at night.

21 In Iowa, driver education is required ror an intermediate license and for an unrestricted license ii the applicant is
younger than 18.

In Iowa, parents are permitted to waive at the time of licensure a discretionary six-month passenger limit of no
more than one unrelated passenger younger than 18, effective Jan. 1,2014.

23 In Kansas, drivers age 15 but not yet 16 may be granted a restricted license if they have completed driver
training. Restricted license holders younger than 16 may not drive unless supervised other than to and from
school or work via the most direct route and may not carry minor passengers other than siblings. To get a
restricted license, applicants must have driven at least 25 of the 50 hours required for a full license and must have
held an instruction permit for 12 months.

24 Kentucky law prohibits learner’s permit holders from driving between midnight and 6 am. or from carrying more
than one passenger younger than 20 unless supervised by a driving instructor.

25 In Kentucky, license holders younger than 18 must complete a driver education course or a state-sponsored
traffic school.

20 In Louisiana, driver education is required for a permit and an intermediate license if the applicant is younger
than 18. People 18 and older must have completed a prelicensing training course including a minimum of 8 hours
of behind-the-wheel instruction.

27 In Maine, driver education is required for a permit and a license if the applicant is younger than 18. The learner’s
permit holding period and the certification of practice driving applies to license applicants younger than 21. The
period of license restrictions may extend beyond the person’s 18th birthday.
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26 In Maryland, all license applicants younger than 25 must hold a learner’s permit for nine months before taking
the road test and all applicants 25 and older must hold the permit for 45 days.

29 In Maryland, the nighttime driving restriction only applies to intermediate license holders younger than 18.

Massachusetts, the night driving restriction for permit holders younger than 18 is midnight to 5a.m., unless
they are accompanied by a licensed parent or guardian.

31 In Massachusetts, the requirement for supervised driving is 30 hours for applicants who have successfully
completed a driver skills development program in a closed, off-road course licensed by the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles.

32 In Massachusetts, driver education is required of license applicants younger than 18.

Michigan, permit applicants younger than 18 must have completed the first segment of driver education.

In Michigan, license applicants younger than 18 must have completed the second segment of driver education.
Neither driver education nor an intermediate license is required for license applicants 18 and older.

In Minnesota, permit applicants younger than 18 must be enrolled in driver education. An optional 90-minute
supplemental curriculum for parents Is to be established by July 1, 2014, to provide information concerning
graduated licensing, safety risks and the potential influence of adults on driving behavior.

In Minnesota, the permit holding period also applies to license applicants 18 and older unless they have
completed driver education.

In Minnesota, license applicants younger than 18 must provide proof that a parent has taken a course for
parents of teen drivers or perform an additional 10 certified practice hours.

36 In Minnesota, license applicants younger than 18 must have completed driver education. Provisional license
holders must be crash-free to qualify for a full license.

In Mississippi, license applicants 17 and older are exempt from the 12-month learners permit holding period.

401n Mississippi, license applicants 17 and older are exempt from the requirement to get an intermediate license.

41 In Montana, enrollment in or completion of driver education is required for permit applicants younger than 15.

42 In Montana, license applicants younger than 16 must have completed driver education.

In Nebraska, students who are at least 14 years and two months of age and who either live outside or attend
school outside a metropolitan area may be issued a learner’s permit (called an ‘LPE permit”) and a limited license
(called a “school permit”). The LEE permit authorizes supervised driving for the purpose of preparing for the
school permit, which allows driving to and from school independently or anyplace else while supervised by a
parent or guardian.

In Nevada, driver education is required of all license applicants younger than 18 unless there is no driver
education program offered within a 30-mite radius of the applicant’s residence.

New Hampshire does not issue learner’s permits. At age 15, 6 months a person can drive while supervised by a
licensed driver 25 or older. License applicants who are younger than IS must take driver education.
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461n New Jersey, the permit becomes an intermediate license alter six months for drivers younger than 21 and
after 3 months for drivers 21 and older. The graduated licensing law applies to adults, except that the night driving
and passenger restrictions are waived for new drivers 21 and older. If the applicant has not completed driver
education, the minimum permit age is 17 and the minimum intermediate license age is 17, 6 months. Learners
permit holders may not drive between 11 p.m. and 5a.m. and may carry only one passenger in addition to the
supervising driver or any parent, guardian or dependant.

In New Mexico, permit applicants younger than 18 must be enrolled in driver education.

New Mexico, license applicants younger than 18 must have completed driver education.

the five boroughs of New York City, Class DJ or MJ junior license holders are prohibited from driving under all
circumstances, regardless of where the license was obtained; therefore, there are no applicable passenger
restrictions in the city. Unsupervised New York City driving may begin as early as age 17, provided that a Class D
license has been obtained and a Slate Education Department approved Driver and Traffic Safety Education
Course has been completed. In other words, a 17 year old driver may transition from completely supervised city
driving to a full unrestricted license. On Long Island, Class DJ or MJ junior license holders are limited to driving
between the hours on 5a.m. and 9p.m. only if traveling to work, school or driver education, proof is required.

° In New York, the minimum age for an unrestricted driver’s license is 18 (17 if the applicant has completed driver
education). New York has a passenger restriction that applies to permit holders and license holders younger than
18 (17 if the applicant has completed driver education).

In North Carolina, driver education is required for permit applicants younger than 18.

52 In North Carolina, learner’s permit holders may not drive between 9p.m. and 5 a.m. for the first six months.

In North Carolina, driver education is required for license applicants younger than 18.

In North Carolina, a person who is at least 16 but younger than 18 must complete a minimum of 12 additional
hours (six of which must be at night) of supervised driving to obtain a full provisional license.

In North Dakota, driver education is required for Acense applicants younger than 16.

In Ohio, driver education is required of license applicants younger than 18. Applicants who are 18 and older and
who have failed the road test must complete an abbreviated driver training course.

In Oklahoma, 15 year-olds may drive, but only while supervised by an instructor.

581n Oklahoma, Ieame?s permit holders may only operate a motor ehicIe between the hours of 5 am. and 10
p.m.

591n Oklahoma, a person who has been issued an intermediate Class D license shall not operate a motor vehicle
with more than one passenger unless all passengers live in the same household as the custodial legal parent or
legal guardian or a licensed driver at least 21 years of age is actually occupying a seat beside the intermediate
Class 0 licensee.

5°In Oregon, driver education is required of license applicants younger than 18. However, it is waived for
applicants who certify an additional 50 hours of supervised driving. The night and passenger restrictions do not
apply to the holder of a provisional driver license who is 18 or older.

SI In Rhode island, driver education is required of permit applicants younger than 18.
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621n Rhode Island, driver education is required of license applicants younger than 18.

63 South Dakota, learner’s permit holders may not drive between 10 p.m. and 6a.m. unless under the
supervision of a parent or guardian.

Learner’s permit holders in Tennessee may not drive from 10p.m. to 6a.m.

65 Texas, people who are 15 or older but under 18 must satisfactorily complete and pass the classroom phase
of an approved driver education course to be issued a permit.

68 In Texas, the minimum license age is 18 for applicants who have not completed driver education.

67 In Utah, permit holders younger than 18 may only drive under the supervision of a driving instructor, a parent or
guardian, or a responsible adult who has accepted liability for the permit holder’s driving by signing the permit
application. Permit applicants younger than 19 must be enrolled in driver education.

66 In Utah, supervised driving in the learner stage may include up to five hours in a driving simulator.

Utah license applicants who are younger than 19 must have completed driver education.

70 In Vermont, driver education is required for license applicants younger than 18.

71 In Virginia, the night driving restriction and passenger restrictions apply to learner’s permit holders.

72 In Virginia. driver education is required for license applicants younger than 18. Northern Virginia and nearby
counties have implemented a 90-minute segment for parents of driver education students.

In Washington, permit applicants must be enrolled in driver education; otherwise, the minimum permit age is 15,
6 months.

In Washington, driver education is required for license applicants younger than 18.

In Washington, intermediate license holders with a crash or violation history are ineligible for an unrestricted
license until age 18.

75ln West Virginia, learners permit holders younger than 18 may not drive between 10p.m. and 5a.m. and may
not carry more than two passengers in addition to the supervising driver.

In Wisconsin, enrollment in driver education is required for permit applicants younger than 18. During the
learner’s stage, permit holders may carry three passengers if supervised by a driving instructor in a dual-control
vehicle. Permit holders 16 and older may carry one passenger 25 or older who has been licensed at least two
years.

In Wisconsin driver education is required for license applicants younger than 18.

Wyoming, all applicants for an unrestricted license who are younger than 17 must have completed driver
education and must have held an intermediate license for at least six months.

©16-2016, Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, Highway Loss Data Institute www.iihs.org
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Experience Matters More than Age with Young-adult Driver
Safety

By Bill Larson I October 20, 2014

AAA Foundation Research Suggests States Could Reduce Crashes by Extending CDL
Requirements

Tampa, FL — Experience behind the wheel may matter more than age when it comes to the
safety of young-adult drivers, according to two new studies by the AAA Foundation for Traffic
Safety. These results suggest that states could reduce road crashes, fatalities and injuries by
extending graduated driver licensing (GDL) laws to novice drivers beyond age 17. AA.A is
promoting this research as part of National Teen Driver Safety Week, which takes place from
Oct. l9th25th

Graduaied driver licensing laws are designed to help new drivers gain practical experience in a
relatively safe environment by initially restricting their exposure to risky situations, such as
driving at night or with young passengers. The law then graduaLly phases in more privileges as
new drivers gain more experience.

“Turning 18 does not instantly make someone a safer driver,” said Peter Kissinger, President and
CEO of the AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety. “This new research clearly demonstrates how
important experience is to safe driving and suggests that graduated driver licensing laws may be
beneficial for people that begin driving at an older age.”

The findings me based on two studies that examined crash rates of new drivers. The first study
looked at crash rates in both California and North Carolina, which are two states that allow
driving at age 16 and have no CDL requirements for new drivers ages IS or older. While new
drivers licensed at older ages tended to be less likely to crash during their first months and years
of driving than younger beginners, the research revealed an important exception: new drivers
licensed at age 18 were more likely to be involved in a crash resulting in injuries during their
first year of solo driving than new drivers licensed at any other age.

The second study examined crash rates in New Jersey, which has a minimum age of 17 for
unsupervised driving and is the only stale in the country to have a comprehensive GDL program
for all new drivers up to age 21. In New Jersey, while crash rates of new drivers licensed at
different ages largely converged after six months of solo driving experience, older beginners had
lower crash rates overall and lower rates of injury crashes than younger beginners.
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“Many teens delay getting their driver’s license and are driving less,” said John Pecchio, AAA
spokesman. “This results in fewer structured hours behind the wheel during the critical learner’s
permit stage.”

Although the data did not allow researchers to directly investigate whether these differences
were caused by GDL provisions, collectively, the results of the two studies suggest that applying
GDL to all new drivers, or at least to some new drivers older than 17, might have a protective
effect and improve safety.

Graduated driver licensing programs have reduced 16- and 17-year-old driver crashes, but
generally do not apply to new drivers ages IS and older. Prior AAA Foundation research found
that an estimated 36 percent of new drivers miss out on the protections of GDL by delaying
licensure until age IS or older. AAA is not calling for states to extend GDL provisions just yet,
but does believe the research results are very promising in terms of pinpointing a way to keep
these drivers safe. The AAA Foundation is planning to dive deeper into this area of research in
the coming year.

Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for U.S. teenagers, and drivers ages 18-20
were involved in more than 800,000 crashes in the United Stales in 2012. Parents and teens can
learn more about teen driver issues and GOL requirements in their state by visiting AAA’s
Keys2Drive website.


