Page 1 0of 3

NATION-WORLD

OPINION: More of us should shame
bad sports parents

Bad parent behavior at youth sports games is on the rise. But there is a
way to fight back.
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A year ago, someone immersed in youth sports posted this question on the Reddit discussion website:
"What is the craziest parent you've had to deal with on the field?"

Today there are 1,600-plus responses from people who have withessed parents throw punches, hurl abuse
and otherwise become louts at Little League games, hockey matches or soccer games.

It's so bad that referees are quitting

The obnoxious parent is still the exception, but there are enough that more than 70 percent of new
referees will have quit within three years, according to the National Association of Sports Officials.

The leading reason for the exodus is "pervasive abuse from parents and coaches," reports The New York
Times.

Abusive adults at youth sporting events are nothing new. | withessed that first-hand as a 12-year-old in the
very eatrly 1970s when two adult men got into an obscenity-laced fight in front of me and my teammates at
a Little League game in Cherry Hill, New Jersey. | had never seen anything like it. It scared me at the time

and stuck with me for years.

Disturbing behavior is everywhere

Today we live in an America that has grown more disconnected and more dysfunctional. Disturbing
behavior is surfacing in public places such as airports and on airliners, at professional sporting events and
at big box stores.

The Harvard-trained political scientist Charles Murray dubbed this new phenomenon "coming apart" and
pointed to the dissolution of American institutions such as the church, marriage and family. "Our nation is
coming apart at the seams," said Murray. These are "not ethnic seams, but the seams of class."

In a 2013 book by the same name, Murray, a libertarian, explains that those American institutions still exist
in the upper classes both liberal and conservative, but are disappearing in working-class America, where
the rates of illegitimacy, crime and drug abuse are spiking.

Writing about one slice of this growing disorder, writer Margaret Talbot set the scene for her brilliant
201/New Yorker essay on the opioid crisis at a girl's Little League softball game in tiny Hedgesville, West
Virginia.
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Both parents of one teenage player had passed out near the bleachers. They had simultaneously
overdosed on heroin. "The couple’s thirteen-year-old daughter was sitting behind a chain-link backstop
with her teammates, who were hugging her and comforting her.”

If the opioid crisis is showing up at youth ball fields, so too is the erratic behavior of some parents who
cannot control their emotions.

Barlow is fighting back with shame

In Tulsa, Oklahoma, youth soccer referee Brian Barlow has seen enough. He’s fighting back with something
else that seems to be disappearing from American life — shame.

Fed up with the abuses he has endured as a referee, Barlow created a Facebook page and began paying a
$100 bounty to people who send him cellphone video footage of parents behaving badly at youth sports
events.

On his page, Barlow shows only the worst of the worst — evidence of parents brawling, badgering and
insulting. And word is getting out that if you want to bring your bad attitude to your kid’s baseball game you
might find yourself the object of national ridicule.

Barlow is also turning his pet peeve into a business, selling game-day accessories such as signs that warn
parents to keep their emotions in check.

The internet is a roaring waterfall of data, but it is also a connector that can make the world community
seem very small. One parent’s nasty comment to a referee in Tulsa could become the object of scorn not
only in his hometown but in every town in America.

Some of those videos were being posted on The New York Times website that got 320 million visits in
June.

It's not just a working-class problem

Bad behavior is not at limited to the working class. The intense sports competition of middle- and upper-
middle-class communities is bringing out the worst in some parents.

"Many families regularly spend $2,000 to $20,000 a year per child on elite club team dues, private trainers
and other costs, like far-flung travel to the best tournaments and recruiting showcases," reports the Times.
"The investment of money and time leads to heightened expectations among parents, even at a contest
between elementary schoolers. In fact, sports officials insist that the younger the players, the worse the
sideline behavior usually is."

While Barlow offers insights into what happens at youth sports events, he is still not immune from abuse.
Last month, he and two other referees needed an armed police escort to get to their cars, reports The New
York Times.

And his 12-year-old daughter Zoe, who is a ref for younger teams, was advised by tournament officials to
stay inside a building for 90 minutes to protect her from parents' threats. The game was cancelled.

Said her mother Lori Barlow to The Times, "Sometimes | have to intercede and tell these parents that it's
not the World Cup, and remind them that the players are 6 years old and the refis 12."
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All of this seems symptomatic of something larger and disturbing in the country.

In British lore, the Duke of Wellington was supposed to have said, "The battle of Waterloo was won on the
playing fields of Eton."

Are we watching our own decline on the playing fields of Tulsa?

Phil Boas is editorial page editor of The Arizona Republic, where this column first appeared. He can be
reached at phil.boas@arizonarepublic.com.

https://www.wgrz.com/article/news/nation-world/opinion-more-of-us-should-shame-bad-sports-
parents/507-578488563
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Misbehaving parents need a
time-out from youth sports

By Ana Veciana-Suarez
Tribune News Service

April 02, 2018 12:28 PM

Since the dawn of time there have been zealous parents; men and women who have scrimped and
sacrificed, battled and cajoled, walked five miles and sat for hours — all in hopes of helping a
beloved child. It comes with the territory, this need to protect, to promote, to ensure a clear path for
future generations.

In the past few years, however, that zealousness has curdled into outright obnoxiousness. Meddling
has developed into sabotage. And while schools — college campuses, even — are rife with horror
stories of helicopter parents, the damage from this overwrought behavior is particularly jaw-dropping
on the courts and playing fields.

A dad punches a coach for not playing his son.
A mom decks another for yelling at her daughter.
Two fathers are ejected from the stands for getting into a fistfight.

Unfortunately, I’m not making any of these scenes up. Back in the day, when my now-adult children
were playing organized sports, | either witnessed these out-of-control actions or heard about them
from other appalled parents. Adults who should’ve known better, who should’ve tried to model
appropriate responses to close calls, instead acted like tantrum-throwing 2-year-olds. Often the
children themselves were embarrassed by their parents.

Now, as difficult as it is for me to believe, things have only grown worse.

Unruly parents have gotten so bad, so loud, so violent that youth league sports is having a hard time
recruiting referees and umpires. Retaining them is almost impossible, too. And, well, of course. With
low pay, no benefits and long hours, the men and women who ref kids’ sports receive neither
gratitude nor pleasure — but plenty of abuse.
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Jeering, a bleacher sport with a long and not-so-illustrious history, is apparently the least of it. In the
era of social media, police escorts are no match for the vitriol on social media. Refs report getting
trolled online, even before they get home to unlace their sneakers.

According to the National Federation of State High School Associations, 80 percent of high school
officials put away their stripes and whistles after their third year. It’s a national crisis that is already
changing youth sports, as organizers scramble to find trained arbitrators willing to take the field and
the abuse. As a result games are being cancelled or postponed, and park leagues are threatened with
extinction.

Misbehaving parents shoulder much of the blame for the shortage of youth sports officials. Living
vicariously through their children, hoping to score the holy grail of a college scholarship or (be-still-
my heart) professional contract, they act as if every game were the Super Bowl or the World Series.
Perspective has become as endangered as a lowland gorilla. Parents may be spitting at referees, but
they’re also dressing down 8-year-olds for a missed play.

“They need to remember that many of the officials at this level are doing it to give back to kids,
remember that the kids don’t play a perfect game, coaches don’t coach a perfect game and certainly
our officials aren’t going to officiate a perfect game,” NFHS Executive Director Bob Gardner told
NBC’s “Today” show.

An epidemic of foul-mouthed coarseness and incivility is sweeping the country; sadly, it has settled
in a place that should be free of adult stupidity. Those who want better are scrambling for solutions.
In Florida, a law makes assaulting a referee or other sports official a felony in most cases; but such
incidents are rarely reported to police, let alone prosecuted. In South Carolina, the high school
association is being forced to cancel or postpone games. And many leagues now provide some form
of police presence and penalize coaches for the sordid behavior of their spectator parents.

Apparently it’s not the children who need a time-out, but those entrusted with instilling values. How
sad that it has come to this; how shameful.

https://www.miamiherald.com/living/liv-columns-blogs/ana-veciana-suarez/article207685819.html
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